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IN9219289 SCNOW Morning news

“Thai teachers take on project-based learning at FMU”

BY DEBORAH SWEARINGEN Morning News dswearingen@florencenews.com

Jul 5, 2016

FLORENCE, S.C. — A group of
teachers from Thailand got a taste
of American life as they visited
Francis Marion University for a
three-week course on project-
based learning.

. , Out of the hundreds from Nakhonsawan
Rajabhat University who applied, just eight were selected to make the voyage.

In addition to sightseeing across the state, each of the eight teachers spent time choosing a
topic of interest, developing a question and creating a project to solve a problem. The project
will be taken back to Thailand to be worked on by their students in the coming semester.
Several forces swiftly converged to make the course possible for the teachers. The first was

the recent push for project-based learning in South Carolina.
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Then came FMU’s connection to Thailand through Sompong Kraikit, a semi-retired Florence
physician and advocate for education in Thailand. A longtime friend of FMU, Kraikit hails from
Nakhon Sawan, the same province as the Thai teachers.

"| think every country has the same goal - to get people better education so they can survive
and take care of their family and their country," Kraikit said.

English is not well-spoken by many Thai people, he said. But Kraikit feels encouraging English
might lead to economic progress for his home country. This is why he continues the push

for education and helped facilitate the partnership with FMU.

"My feeling is if Thai students can learn English better, know English better, they'll have more
chance to get involved in the world economy," he said.

The final piece of the puzzle came together when the Thai teachers and administrators
expressed an interest in learning new methods of “active learning,” as opposed to the
lecture-based classes that currently dominate universities in Thailand.

A course in project-based learning seemed to most closely align with the Thai teachers’
request, said Tracy Holcombe, assistant dean of education at FMU.

“Yesterday we had a conversation, another colleague and ... (it) doesn’t matter where in the
world you come from. Good teaching is just good teaching. And you see that reflected in the
need for our local teachers to have this (a project-based learning course), as well as
international teachers,” Holcombe said.

What is project-based learning?

Project-based learning is a teaching method in which students gain knowledge and skills by
working for an extended period to investigate and respond to a question, problem or
challenge, according to the Buck Institute for Education.

That’s where Polly Haselden, an associate professor of English at Francis Marion University,
took a course in project-based learning.

She served as the course instructor for the Thai teachers and sees project-based learning as
a method of empowerment.

“| see students taking ownership and identifying community needs and issues that need to be
addressed,” Haselden said.

For the Thai teachers, project-based learning is a way to encourage confidence in students

and to break free from the confines of a lecture-based class.
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“Because for Thai students, they are quite shy. They do not like to speak out in front of
classroom, and so we try new ways to encourage them to ... participate,” said Sutinee
Jamutai, a Thai teacher who goes by Sue. “This is quite new for us.”

Each of the projects correlated with the class the teacher will be instructing next semester.
Sue’s project, for example, focuses on translation. She served as the translator on the trip —
though most spoke excellent English — and will be teaching a course in translation in the fall.
The teachers developed the projects for most of their time in class. As the course wrapped
up, the projects were mapped out and displayed on the walls of the classroom for critique.
Ultimately, each teacher presented a project to the Latta Rotary Club. This served as practice
for their return to Thailand, where the projects will be presented to the university

administration.

Culture shock
The group spent much of their three weeks in the classroom. In fact, Haselden said, the

students were so enthusiastic that class often went over the allotted four hours.

But despite the hard work, there was still a little time for play.

They spent a day in Charleston and visited the Statehouse in Columbia. They also visited
South of the Border, a trip described by all as “weird.”

For many of the Thai teachers, America was different than expected. A lot of the shock
centered on food.

Suthima Krittanawat, called Mo, remembers being told that she should not eat food in
America with her hands.

So imagine her confusion when a plate of fried chicken was placed in front of her on the
table.

“I am so impressed | can use my hands with fried chicken,” Mo said.

In Thailand, it is customary to have a spoon and a fork at a place setting.

“We were so excited to have a knife and a fork,” Mo added, laughing.

While in Florence, the group of eight enjoyed barbecue, flash-fried corn, sweet tea and other
Southern staples. But they also cooked for their professors and made time for a stop at the

Thai House, a South Dargan Street restaurant.

Credit: http://www.scnow.com/news/education/article_f4a29b98 -4309-11e6-8b5e-731ecdf6dc1b.html
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WL Active Learning LAZUMIARNITdANs BN aaeniidngEamiiudiAty (Leamer-
Centred Approach) ﬁwﬁ@miﬂ’wmﬁﬂﬂmﬂuﬂﬂﬁT%mmﬁaﬂqw o4 National Institute of
Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore H#iadian1ainauss As

1. Process of change in the EL classroom

® Reflection on Current Reality and Shared Vision of an engaged EL learner

in the EL classroom

® Matching for successful expectations of teachers and student: Recognizing
the gapes and need for change
2. Engaged learning: A situation reflection approach
® Teacher Self-Leadership: Developing a master teacher mindset
® Creating a supportive and safe classroom environment
® Pedagogy, student motivation and student attention
3. Teaching for successful transfer of learning
® Focus Teaching + Guided Teaching
® Collaborative Learning + Independent Learning
(Experiential and active learing for participant for each of the above, in lesson demonstration
and hands on activities during the course.)

4. Building confidence to speak
® Teaching listening and speaking skills through communicative language
activities
® Review of teaching of phonics and pronunciation
5. Building confidence to read with fluency and understanding
® Strategies and actives to teach reading
® Strategies and actives to teach Vocabulary
6. Building confidence to teach reading comprehension
® Strategies and actives to teach reading and thinking skills
7. Putting it all together

® | esson demonstration by participants: 2/3 lessons of 20 minutes

® Critique and feedback
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8. Active learning of Grammar and writing
® Active learning via cooperative learning
® What is Communicative Language Teaching?
® The use of Noticing in the teaching Grammar
® Cooperative learning techniques for teaching Grammar
® The process Approach to teaching Writing
® The reading-writing connection
® Cooperative learning techniques for Pre-Writing
® Class Dictated Story and Joint Construction
® Positive Education applied to the teaching of Writing
® Peer Feedback on Writing
® | esson Demonstrations done in groups
Speaker for Days 1 and 2: Mrs Tan Khar Guek

Speaker for Days 3: Dr George Jacobs
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